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We must delve deeply into [the concept of
having] faith in teshuvah. We must gain the
certainty that even with a thought of teshuvah
a person significantly rectifies himself and

the world.

Inevitably, every thought of teshuvah will
resultin a person being more joyful and satis-
fied in his spirit than he had ever been before.

And this is certainly the case when a per-
son’s thought [of teshuvah leads] to [his] deci-
[that thought] being
connected to Torah, wisdom and the fear of

sion [to do] teshuvah -

Heaven.

And it is even more the case when the trait
of Divine love reverberates within his being.

Then he soothes himself and comforts his

weary soul.

He bolsters [his soul] with every type of en-
couragement that exists in the world. As the
word of Hashem has it, “Like a man whose
mother comforts him, so will | comfort you”

[Yeshayahu 66:13].

If a person discovers within himself sins
against others that he is too weak to rectify,
he should nevertheless not despair at all of the

- great remedial [power] of teshuvah,
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This is because a person’s sins against God
for which he has done teshuvah are forgiven.
And that being the case, it can be assumed
that the parts that remain, which he did not
yet rectify, are nullified in a majority, since
many parts of his sins have already been for-
given as a result of his teshuvah,

Nevertheless, a person should not grow lax.
He should take great care not to stumble into
committing any sin against others, but rectify
all that he can from [his| past with wisdom and
great steadfastness of spirit. “Save yourself like
a gazelle from the hand and like a bird from
the fowler” [Mishlei 6:5].

[A person] should not let his heart grow
dismayed regarding the parts [of his life] that
he has not managed to rectify, but instead
grasp the power of the Torah and the service
of Hashem with all [his] heart, with joy, with
fear, and with love.
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IT SEEMS THAT A PERSON can only fulfill their

obligation in terms of the duties of the heart if they compose their own
work relating to the studies that they need to pursue in this field."” Both in
matters particular to themselves as individuals and even in general matters
[appropriate for others], the person [by writing this work] will gain in
understanding through their own innovations. An individual who is already
on an intellectual level such that they can formulate their own intellectual

analysis can only attain petfection by utilizing their intellect.?
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[12] [Rambam explains how Aharon's love of people brought them closer It:;’Tor;:h:]
Bibyn vhy Y1Ny 1Mk — [The Sages| (Avos DeRabbl Nassan 12:3)" said re-
garding Aharon, peace be upon him,  12inw ox by DrnKR YRIW ik Wiann mnw3
193¢ Y113 Wy ¥ — that when he would sense on his own or hear from others
about a particular person that his inner character was evil and that h’e had slfmed
privately,  hay mwy 1279 Inik 29pM pibw 1Y R M — upon meeting the sinner
in the street,' [Aharon] would greet him first, draw him near, and converse with him

mw Kohen Gadol Aharon would
make a deep impression on the sinner; 19 % Tnpix) tnyy3 wnann nm A7) — as a
result, [the sinner] would become inwardly embarrassed and say about himself, “Woe
to him""®"! if he continues to sinl = M &Y Nipiy RITW Y1 131 NR JIDN U 1R
¥a LM% MyYh — If the holy Aharon only knew the inner character of [this person]
and what he does, [Aharon| would not permit himself to even look at me, 93
™My 1377 12% — and certainly he would not permit himself to talk with me;/'%2  13x
IRWOR NX PrIYK 12 DX B0 NRIN3 1Y WK — rather, he must presume that | am
pious — if so, I will justify his opinion of me!” 12 " mbnn Ay 3w X
upn o%apn — [The sinner] would thereby repent and become one of [Aharon's]
disciples, and among those receiving guidance from him.
[Rambam concludes his discussion of Aharon’s trait:]

NIKYT N72230 71793 iNIK 198032 11 1K — Therefore, Hashem said about Aharon in
describing him with this honorable trait (Malachi 2:6):  »nn 120 MY oYy’
"NYn YN 017) — He walked with Me in peace and with fairness, and turned
many away from iniquity!"*™ 557 Man 12 opmoRn Nyn awT 9%) — It was this
well-known quality of [Aharon’s] that Hillel intended to reference when he urged us to
be a student of Aharon, “who was a lover of peace and a pursuer of peace, who loved
people and brought them closer to the Torah,"!'%
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